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visit, it was soon clear that there were bad ones. It
vastly increased in the minds of the Emperor and of
Germany generally the belief that King Edward, in his
European tours, invariably sowed dragons' teeth from
which sprang up hosts of armed men, while he tried to
hoodwink his nephew by welcoming him to Windsor and
assuring him of his friendly sentiments. There can be
no doubt that the maintenance of peace and the cultiva-
tion of good relations with Germany were the King's
sincere and constant aim, but it may be questioned whether
his methods promoted it. Knowing his nephew, he knew
also the effect these visits produced on him, and Billow,
who usually had more sense, told the Emperor that
nothing amused the King more than to irritate him.
Where the King prided himself on obliterating, by means
of these magnificent junketings, old dissensions between
his country and another, it was inevitable that his nephew
should interpret such obliterations as the forging by
England of another link in the ring of Germany's enemies.
He judged his uncle's motives by his own, and read into
this meeting at Reval, coming on the top of the Anglo-
Russian Convention, what he himself would have meant
by it. He had long tried to make bad blood between the
two countries by assuring the Tsar of the perfidy of
England, and of her having instigated the Japanese war;
and now that England had established friendly relations
with Russia, in spite of all his efforts, his mentality
forced him to believe that the direct object of this visit
was to get Russia at loggerheads with Germany.

A second consequence was that the Emperor now con-
vinced himself that the British Government's proposals
for a reduction in British and German naval programmes,
on the grounds that this piling up of armaments produced